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a nation but as an ethnic group—Hebrew in blood but Egyptian in
sentiment. Life in the foreign land soiled them with pagan ways and
practices. They prospered in the world’s goods and in its evils. Idolatry
came easily and Egyptian manners were to their liking. But at last the
Jong, peaceful sojourn in Egypt changed to a burdensome existence
under cruel persecution. Too long had Israel thickened on its lees (cf.
Zeph 1:12); and now, through a tyrannical Pharaoh, God poured the
oversweet wine from vessel to vessel.

A native Egyptian dynasty stripped the Hebrews of all privileges
and shackled them with the burdens of an unwelcome minority. This
persecution is the first instance of cruel anti-Sernitism described in
the Bible. Cries of pain and despair rent the air, and God answered
by making ready a man of the hour, whose name was Moses. Native
gifts and early training equipped him for leadership. But the forging
of bonds between God and humans is more than a human task. First
then, God had to temper the mettle of this chosen instrument. Years
of exile with the Kenites in the rocky land southwest of the Dead Sea
enriched Moses’ mind with new traditions and new insights. But,
more important still, these years purified him in a flame of fire at
Sinai.

Time and again God was manifested to the great patriarchs of
Israel—Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. This time, however, God’s word
pulsed with new meaning. Truly it was still the great El Shaddai of the
ancestors who spoke to Moses. Yet now this most high God, the God
of heaven and earth, asked for a special bond with Israel. Later, the
prophets were to liken this bond to the tie that binds husband and

wife. In their eyes this blood covenant made Israel the people of God
and God the spouse and master of Israel (Jer 3:1-12; Ezek 16). But, for’
Moses on Sinai, God’s command involved the here and now. For at
Sinai God charged him to lead the people out of Egypt, to shepherd
them through the desert, and to bring them into the land God had
promised to their ancestors. .

It was a mammoth task to ask of anyone. Yet God, who was both
solicitous and powerful, promised to help Moses. God’s new name
was a guarantee. For no longer would God be called merely the great
E] Shaddai of the nations but rather Yahweh, the faithful God of their
own covenant. Whether Moses first heard this name among the
Kenites or whether it was newly revealed to him at Sinai matters little.
Its meaning is what counts. 1 am who is,” God assured Moses. God is

always the mysterious “Iam,” an alien to the shift of human gods from
past to future. And so Yahweh—"Who is”"—would always be present
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among the chosen people. God’s name would be a prayer on the li
of the people and a promise when spoken by God. F
It required centuries for Israel to taste the full flavor of the Sinai
revelation and to understand how the name Yahweh was at once the
source of all fear and of all hope. Suffering must first bring God'’s
people to wisdom; the prophets must first see their visions. Then, at
long last, the Sinai revelation of God’s unfailing mercy would Gmnowgm.
a conviction. Whatever Israel might do, Yahweh will never turn from
the mercy and promise of Sinai. God will always be faithful and true;
pity and fidelity will rule all God’s works (Ps 24:10). When Hmummm
ceased being a child and grew to spiritual maturity, it came to see that
even from the beginning of the world God had always been the same
cherishing creatures as a nurse for little ones, with mercy and mammam
Then it could appreciate the full meaning of Hosea’s urgent plea, “T, wm
Wowu\ Mﬁm Oom ow mewm\ the Lord is God’s name! You shall return w% the
elp of your God if you remain i 1 i
o Wm: iy umuw. iy loyal and do right and always hope in
It was the memory of the Exodus that did most to convince Israel
of God’s power and pity. At the time, they saw it simply as a liberation
m,on.d the hard oppression of Pharaoh. But later they came to appreci-
m.nm ;. .mﬁ..o as a liberation from still worse, the evil of defilement Ewu M
tian Bmammq and idolatry. Indeed, the prophetic school looked zmvmw
Fm deliverance as a true redemption, with God as a warrior stru Wb
in desperate conflict with. Pharaoh and the dragon power of Emm ; oam
a.mm. ,\mﬁo.uov. One after another, Yahweh hurled ten plagues wmmwmmm a
king’s proud heart that only hardened like mud under the burning

“heat of the divine bolts. But the last plague was a master stroke not

softening Pharaoh’s heart, but breaking it in helpless defeat. Where

_flood and storm and hail had failed, the death of the first-born cleaved

the rock.

mgnW: wmﬁozmw the terrors, the family of Jacob was spared; the plagues
Py Ooaw:.mmma mﬂmﬂ but they were untouched. Their preservation
o s : al Em:z involved the ritual of the paschal supper and a
e ny of smearing blood on the doorposts. The incidents of this

night in Egypt burned a lasting memory in the soul of Israel. The

conirast between their security and the anguish of the Egyptians, the

Mwmmm of Mmmn E. the obdurate Pharaoh, and the urgent pleadings of
Previo %mwﬁ wwb Mﬁmzuoﬁ that the Hebrews enrich themselves from
tion of m\mwiomw. ed- Q.mm.mﬁmml.mu this forced upon them the recogni-
With Isracl eh’s .mm.qu& favor. Ever before, Egypt had shared its riches

Tael’s patriarchs, Abraham, Jacob, and Joseph. But the family of
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52 I ‘reting the Bible

But there was a twofold orientation in Israel’s faith. It centered in
the historical exodus which had passed, but it looked forward also to
an exodus yet to come. The reason is obvious. God had promised a full
flowering, and the merciful pledge of Yahweh, the faithful one, is with-
out repentance. Yet daily events brought bitter experience that the de-
liverance from Egypt and the covenant of Sinai were not definitive.
Time and again Israel hankered for the fleshpots of Egypt; and only too
often like Gomer, the wife of Hosea, it proved unfaithful to its faithful
Spouse.

From the very beginning then, the prophets saw that there had to
be a new exodus and a new covenant (cf. Hos 2:16-25). This enduring
hope enriched the memory of Israel’s deliverance from Egypt and its
covenant with God on Sinai. For the prophets, these events of the past
were unforgettable historical facts but, even more, they were cherished
pledges of a blessed future. .

CHRIST AND THE EXODUS

It was Christ who fulfilled all the rich hopes of the prophets. His
very name held promise. For as the angel explained to Joseph, this
name was at once a symbol and a guarantee that, at long last, Yahweh
had come to save the people (Matt 1:31). It was but natural, then, that
the writers of the New Testament should find in Israel’s exodus from
Egypt a leitmotif for their own description of the work of Christ.
Steeped as they were in the Scriptures, they tended to locate the Savior
in the biblical context of the great deliverance. The word “exodus,” as
used by them, always resounds with the full meaning of that historic
event. ; .
Often enough there is striking agreement among all the evange-
lists in handling the elements of this typology. Such identifications
were probably fixed and made permanent in the oral catechesis which
preceded the writing of the Gospels. Yet at the same time there is also
marked fluidity. Jesus is variously identified with the God of the
Exodus, with Israel itself, with Moses the leader, or with the chief fac-
tor in some incident of the Exodus. Such divergence should occasion
no surprise, for all these different aspects merely stress that the basic
typology of exodus must be sought in the mercy and fidelity of a sav-
ing God who, in solicitude for Israel, penetrated every person, event,
and thing with divine power. Each element in the story of the Exodus
foreshadowed the much greater work of Christian redemption in

The Exodus: A Continuous Story  “alvation 53
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i:nr divine Huo.imn penetrated the human nature and wEa.wu deeds
of Jesus to work a definitive liberation from sin and an eternal
covenant with God. Therefore, in pondering the many Gospel applica-
tions of exodus typology, we come to a new, rich appreciation of the
perfect deliverance that God wrought in and through Jesus.

Among the Synoptics, the Gospel of Matthew is especially rich
with this typology. The avowed purpose of the author was to stress the
continuity between the old and the new law. It is obvious then that he
would utilize the widespread Jewish expectation that “in the last
days” God must work a new exodus. In developing this theme, Mat-
thew like Mark stresses a similarity between the experiences of Christ
and those of the chosen people of God. Thus the return of the holy
family from Egypt after the death of Herod is seen by Matthew as a
new exodus. And so he captions it with the very words Hosea had
used to describe the earlier event: “Out of Egypt I called my son” (Matt
2:15; Hos 11:1). The beginnings of the Savior’s public life are also
linked to similar incidents in the history of Israel. As Israel was bap-.
tized into its new life with God by passing through the waters of the
wma Sea, so Christ inaugurates his ministry for God by accepting bap-
tism in .mﬂm waters of the Jordan (Matt 3:13-17; Mark 1:9-11). Thereafter,
vomg Israel and Christ live through a period of desert life and tempta-
tion.. The forty days of Christ in the-desert has its parallel in the forty
years of Israel. His temptation accords with Israel’s testing. His food is
the word of God that comes down from heaven just as Israel’s food in
m..um.mmmmn is not the bread of human making but the manna of God'’s
giving (Matt 4:1-11; Mark 1:12-13). It is especially noteworthy that
Christ defeats his tempter with texts from the Book of Deuteronomy,

all of them summing up the wisdom of God that guid ”
ened Israel. P : at guided and strength

CHRIST AND MOSES

After this early identification of Christ with Israel, Matthew
mwmmwm . .8 m.wn%.rmmwnm the resemblance between Christ and Moses.
mowwwﬁﬁmwoa are of course always a risk. But there is some justifica-
mmno:aﬂ wwuabm that Matthew’s chief concern is to represent Christ as a
Keymore MMMW .mammw.mw UM mmu.. than the first lawgiver of Israel. The
of Chrts % o .Ewﬂnmnmnon is sounded in Matthew’s representation
Mog s first discourse, the Sermon on the Mount (Matt 5-7). As

es drafted the law of the old covenant, so Christ presents here the
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wowwp\wwmo finds many other resemblances. For him, Christ is the

light of the world (John 8:12). The conflict between this light and the
surrounding darkness is a favorite theme with John. But this theme is

not his own; its source is biblical. He has drawn it from the beautiful .

contemplative meditations of the author of the Book of Wisdom, who
penetrates the deep truths contained in God’s guiding care of the
people as God went before them on their journey, lighting the way
with the glory of the Shekinah. A cloud of divine light led Israel from
Egypt to the promised land. This was the visible sign of God’s pres-
ence with the chosen people. For John, Jesus is the true light of the
world for he is the word of God dwelling among people and radiating
everywhere the “glory of the only-begotten of the Father, full of grace
and truth” (John 1:14). All must follow this light if they would reach
their heavenly home safely. They must approach and love this light if
they desire divine approval (John 3:19-21). Thus, the evangelist’s wit-
ness to Christ as the guiding light of all is hardly appreciated unless
one sees it against the biblical context of the Shekinah of the Exodus.
The manna from heaven was yet another element of Israel’s exo-

dus which John utilized as a type of Christ's beneficent action. In this -

identification the evangelist was not original, for Jewish exegesis itself
had already given to the manna an eschatological meaning. Devout
Israelites were certain that as God nourished their ancestors with
bread from heaven in the desert, so Yahweh would nourish them with
heavenly food in the “last days.” They were certain that the manna
would reappear in messianic times. This Jewish belief is indicated in
the questions the crowd put to Jesus (John 6:30-31). John himself relies
on this tradition when, in his Book of Revelation, he equates manna
and the tree of life as perfect symbols of the divine goods to be shared
by the blessed in the world to come (Rev 27, 17). It was the precise
object of the Fourth Gospel to show that this eschatological food is
already given to.the Church. It is hers here and now because of the
abiding presence of Jesus in the vital and life-giving reality of the
Eucharist. If, as some have thought, the component parts. of John’s
Gospel originated as elements of the primitive sacramental catechesis,
then it is obvious that the typology of the manna was widely used in
the early Church to describe the riches of the Eucharist.

But, in the desert wanderings, God not only fed the people but
also provided water for them from the rock. John follows Paul (1 Cor
10:4) in identifying this rock of Sinai as a type for Christ. This theme
of refreshing spiritual water is stressed in John even more than the
manna. His use of this type reflects its prevalence in the baptismal
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nmwmnwmmpm of the early Church and also in the catechetical Emgnsgm

on grace and spiritual life. It is true that the baptismal reference made
by Christ in his discourse with Nicodemus (John 3:5) is probably based
on Israel’s baptism in the waters of the Red Sea and in the cloud, as
mentioned by Paul in 1 Corinthians 10:1-2. But elsewhere in the Fourth
Gospel the theme of water seems to rest on the typology of the drink
provided miraculously by God in the desert. Christ is the true rock
from whom all life and all refreshment must come.

The brazen serpent too figures in the Fourth Gospel as a type of
the healing power of Christ’s redemption: “As Moses lifted up the ser-
pent in the desert, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up” (Num
21:4-9; John 3:14). These words of Christ are a bare allusion to the
miraculous cure wrought by God for the people (Num 21:9). But, in the
light of Wisdom 16:5-13, this brief sentence crystallizes a rich typology
to provide John with a point of departure for his sublime theology of
redemption (John 3:14-21). In his pages, type and fulfillment are so
intimately interwoven that they mutually interact to aid the mind in
penetrating the wealth of each.

All in all, the story of Chuist as told in the Gospels is understood
when it is read in the biblical context of Israel’s exodus; for Matthew,
Mark, and John were all true Israelites steeped in the Scriptures and
sharing Israel’s hope for an ineffable renewal of the divine mercy. That
mercy led the chosen people out of Egypt, bequeathed a covenant on
Sinai, and made good its pledge of loving devotedness by working
wonders to hearten Israel during the desert wanderings. Long before
the evangelists appeared, the Jews had seen in the events of the
Exodus shadows cast beforehand by a blessed future. It is the merit of
the evangelists that they found in Christ the perfect fulfillment of all
the Old Testament hopes—the “substance” that had cast out the shad-
ows (Col 2:17).

CONTINUING WORK OF CHRIST

The life and work of Christ are not over. Before he died, the Savior
?onzmmm to abide with his Church always—ever the same Christ,
“yesterday, today, yes, and forever” (Heb 13:8). Strong is the bond be-
tween Moses and Israel but stronger still, intimate as no other, is the
union which binds Christ to his people in the Church. For the new
Moses and the new Israel are joined together as head and members of
one mystical body, as bridegroom and bride of a true marriage. In the
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60 " ‘rpreting the Bible

When the people, set unconditionally free, escaped the violence of

" theEgyptian king by crossing over through the water, it was water
that exterminated the king himself, with his entire force. What fig-
ure is more manifestly fulfilled in the sacrament of baptism? The
nations are set free from the world ._u% means of water; and the
devil, their old tyrant, they leave behind, overwhelmed in the
water.

This passage places in focus the primitive perspective of baptism
and redemption. Both were seen, above all, as a victory over the
demon. On the cross, Christ crushed his adversary’s head to liberate
all humanity from the cruel yoke of sin. Each Christian shares in this
triumph of Christ at the moment of baptism. The waters of baptism an-
nihilate Satan’s power as completely as the Red Sea drowned the
forces of Pharaoh. The deliverance wrought by God for the Israelites in
freeing them forever through water from an earthly tyrant and in lead-
ing them out as a new nation into the desert finds its antitype in bap-
tism, which liberates a spiritual people from a spiritual tyrant and
leads them from the world to the kingdom of God. This theme is fre-
quent in the baptismal catecheses of the fathers,

A striking example is this passage by St. Cyril of Jerusalem:

Needs must you know that the type of baptism is found in Israel’s
ancient history. Indeed, when Pharaoh, the bitter and savage
tyrant, oppressed the free and noble people of the Hebrews, God
sent Moses to free them from the evil Egyptian bondage. The
doorposts were daubed with the blood of the lamb so that the de-
stroying angel would pass over the houses marked with the sign
of blood. Thus, against all hope, the Hebrew people was set free.
As the enemy pursued the liberated, however, he saw, marvelous
to say, the sea divided for them; he was avidly going after them,
treading in their footsteps, when he was forthwith swallowed by
the floods of the Red Sea and buried there. Let us move now from
things ancient to things new, from type to reality. There we have
Moses sent by God into Egypt, here we have the Christ sent by the
Father into the world. There it was in order to free the oppressed
people from Egypt, here it is to rescue men and women tyrannized
in this world by sin. There the blood of the lamb warded off the
destroyer, here the blood of Jesus Christ, the immaculate Lamb,
puts the demons to flight. There the tyrant pursued that ancient
people even to the sea, here the shameless and insolent prince of
all evil gives chase even to the very brink of the sacred font. The
one was drowned in the sea, the other is brought to bom.mb.m in the
saving water.

. The Exodus: A Continuous Story oySalvation’ 61

The Exodus provided also a sublime typology for the Eucharist.
Here too, the fathers drew largely from the primitive sacramental
catechesis reflected in the pages of the New Testament. The inspired
authors had seized on two elements in the Exodus story as prefigure-
ments of the nourishing and strengthening presence of Christ. John
favored the manna; Paul, the rock of Sinai, Both symbols were elo-
quent of the solicitous and operative providence of Emmanuel or
“God-with-us.” It was only to be expected, then, that the manna-rock
symbolism would become a dominant element in patristic teaching.
Time and again in explaining the reality and effects of the Eucharist,
the fathers return to these types as divinely ordained prefigurements

~of Holy Communion. -

Indeed, the fathers utilized all the elements of Christological ty-
pology in the Exodus story as an equivalent sacramental typology.
Thus, the very liturgy of initiation, because it took place in the paschal
period, is charged with reminiscences of the exodus from Egypt. Each
factor in that historical event was identified as a type of the exodus
achieved by Christ through his way of the cross and shared in sacra-
mentally by each Christian through participation in the Christian

_mysteries,

But something more than a sacramental share in Christ’s Passover
is demanded of the Christian, for the sacrament gives grace and grace
means immanent activity. All initiation, therefore, into the mystery of
Christ must be accompanied by a conversion of morals and by vital
Christian living, a duty Paul never tired of insisting on. After recount-
ing all that God had done for Israel in the desert, he warned his con-
verts: “Now these things happened to ther as a type and they were
written for our correction, upon whom the final age of the world has
come” (1 Cor 10:11). The same lessons are stressed in the Epistle to the
Hebrews (3:1-4:13). There the typology of the Old Testament points to
Positive cooperation and demands of the followers of Christ an eager
striving for goodness, a hastening toward the promised land.

The fathers were unanimous in repeating these inspired demands.
All were enemies of a sacramentary quietism with its contempt for the

- Sweat and toil of moral effort and its search for a rest in God which is

not for the pilgrim—a doctrine condemried again by Pope Pius XII in
his encyclical Mediator Dei. They insisted that the Christian’s sacra-
mental share in Christ’s passover brought a new vital power which
must be exercised in daily Christian living. Christ’s exodus traced the
way of the cross. The way of the cross then, dying to self, is the only
authentic Christian exodus: “For to this you have been called, because
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