St. Irenaeus on God’s Fatherly Plan in the Old & New Covenants (Excerpts from Against Heresies)

Book IV, ch. xiii, 2. For the law, since it was laid down for those in bondage. used to instruct the
soul by means of those corporeal objects which were of an external nature, drawing it, as by a bond.
to obey its commandments, that man might learn to serve God. But the Word set free the soul, and
taught that through it the body should be willingly purified. Which having been accomplished, it
followed as of course, that the bonds of slavery should be removed, to which man had now become
accustomed, and that he should follow God without fetters: moreover, that the laws of liberty should
be extended. and subjection to the king increased, so that no one who is converted should appear
unworthy to Him who set him free, but that the piety and obedience due to the Master of the
household should be equally rendered both by servants and children; while the children possess
greater confidence [than the servants], inasmuch as the working of liberty is greater and more
glorious than that obedience which is rendered in [a state of] slavery.

Book IV, ch. xiv, 3. Thus, too, He imposed upon the [Jewish] people the construction of the
tabernacle, the building of the temple, the election of the Levites, sacrifices also. and oblations. legal
monitions, and all the other service of the law. He does Himself truly want none of these things, for
He is always full of all good, and had in Himself all the odour of kindness, and every perfume of
sweet-smelling savours, even before Moses existed. Moreover. He instructed the people, who were
prone to turn to idols, instructing them by repeated appeals to persevere and to serve God. calling
them to the things of primary importance by means of those which were secondary: that is, to
things that are real, by means of those that are typical; and by things temporal, to eternal; and by
the carnal to the spiritual; and by the earthly to the heavenly: as was also said to Moses. “Thou
shalt makc all thmﬂs d[tu the paltu n of 1ho<c thinos which thou sawest in the mount.”  Ex. XXV. 40.

patterns, cmd the spmtual 1mages, dnd the typcs of thm;:s to come; as dlqo Paul sayq “For thcy dlank
of the rock which followed them: and the rock was Christ.” 1 Cor. x. 11. And again, having first
mentioned what are contained in the law, he goes on to say: “Now all these things happened to them
in a figure: but they were written for our admonition, upon whom the end of the ages is come.” For
by means of types they learned to fear God. and to continue devoted to His service.

Book IV, ch. xv, 1. They (the Jews) had therefore a law, a course of discipline, and a prophecy of
future things. For God at the first, indeed, warning them by means of natural precepts, which from
the beginning He had implanted in mankind, that is, by means of the Decalogue (which. if any one
does not observe, he has no salvation), did then demand nothing more of them. As Moses says in
Deuteronomy, “These are all the words which the Lord spake to the whole assembly of the sons of
[srael on the mount, and He added no more; and He wrote them on two tables of stone. and gave
them to me.”  Deut. v. 22. For this reason [He did so|, that they who are willing to follow Him
might keep these commandments. But when they turned themselves to make a calf, and had gone
back in their minds to Egypt, desiring to be slaves instead of free-men, they were placed for the
future in a state of servitude suited to their wish.—[a slavery] which did not indeed cut them off
from God, but subjected them to the yoke of bondage; as Ezekiel the prophet, when stating the
reasons for the giving of such a law. declares: “And their eyes were after the desire of their heart:
and I gave them statutes that were not good., and judgments in which they shall not live.” Ezek.
x%.25



Book IV, ch. xvi, 5. The laws of bondage, however, were one by one promulgated to the people by
Moses, suited for their instruction or for their punishment, as Moses himself declared: “And the Lord
commanded me at that time to teach you statutes and judgments.” Deut. iv. 14. These things,
therefore, which were given for bondage, and for a sign to them, He cancelled by the new covenant
of liberty. But He has increased and widened those laws which are natural, and noble, and common
to all. granting to men largely and without grudging, by means of adoption, to know God the Father,
and to love Him with the whole heart, and to follow His word unswervingly, while they abstain not
only from evil deeds. but even from the desire after them. But He has also increased the feeling of
reverence; for sons should have more veneration than slaves, and greater love for their father.

Book IV, ch. xviii, 5. Then, again, how can they say that the flesh, which is nourished with the body
of the Lord and with His blood, goes to corruption, and does not partake of life? Let them, therefore,
cither alter their opinion, or cease from offering the things just mentioned. But our opinion is in
accordance with the Eucharist, and the Eucharist in turn establishes our opinion. For we offer to Him
His own, announcing consistently the fellowship and union of the flesh and Spirit. For as the bread.
which is produced from the earth, when it receives the invocation of God. is no longer common
bread,but the Eucharist, consisting of two realities, earthly and heavenly: so also our bodies, when
they receive the Eucharist, are no longer corruptible, having the hope of the resurrection to eternity.

Book IV, ch. xxxii, 2. For all the apostles taught that there were indeed two testaments among the
two peoples; but that it was one and the same God who appointed both for the advantage of those
men (for whose sakes the testaments were given) who were to believe in God, I have proved in the
third book from the very teaching of the apostles; and that the first testament was not given without
reason, or to no purpose, or in an accidental sort of manner; but that it subdued those to whom it
was given to the service of God, for their benefit (for God needs no service from men), and exhibited
atype of heavenly things, inasmuch as man was not yet able to see the things of God through means
of immediate vision; and foreshadowed the images of those things which [now actually] exist in the
Church, in order that our faith might be firmly established: and contained a prophecy of things to
come, in order that man might learn that God has foreknowledge of all things.
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