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264 DOXOPHANY: A TRINITARIAN ESCHATOLOGICAL VISION

do we find an explicit exposition of his theological vision in an orderly essay—
most of it has to be extracted from polemical writings against the gnostic
heretics of his time. Yet his contribution provides an important beginning point for
our purpose. Irenaeus does not provide the most fundamental framework for the
comprehension of the ultimate telos of God’s ways in creation, history, and con-
summation. He does, however, present some conceptions which are important to
such a framework. In particular, he takes as his starting point the fall of humanity,
and he sees the salvation of humanity through Jesus Christ as both a deliverance
from the power of Satan and a participation in the divine nature. He focuses on
Jesus Christ as the one who “re-capitulates” the history of the race—undoing the
tragic effects of the fall and, advancing humankind beyond Adam, also bringing
about the perfecting of the race. “Because He who formed us in the beginning and
sent His Son at the end is one and the same, the Lord . . . both aoumqgaa our ad-
versary and prefected man in the image and likeness of God.”” This triumph
over Satan and transformation of humankind was rooted in the union between God
and humanity accomplished in the incamation of the Logos. “The Logos of God,
our Lord Jesus Christ, who on account of his great love became what we are that
he might make us what he is himself."*

In Irenaeus we discover two key elements important to a theological vision of
God’s ultimate purpose: first, the notion of the union of God and humankind
through the incarnation of the Logos and, second, the notion of the rransformation,
indeed, the apotheosis, of humanity as a central effect of the saving work of Jesus
Christ” We discover no particular emphasis on the glory of God or an inner
trinitarian love of God in Irenaeus’s vision.

A further advance is found in the medieval discussion of the absolute purpose
of the Incarnation, that is, that the Incarnation was independent of the fall. We first
meet this issue in the work of Alexander of Hales (d. 1245). In part three of his
“Body of Theology,” commissioned by Pope Innocent IV, he treats the question
“Whether if human nature had not fallen through sin there would still have been
reason and fitness for the incamation of Qim%:m This he affirms. Many later
scholastic theologians, including Albertus Magnus, Thomas Aquinas, and
Bonaventura, discuss the question, the former affirming it, the latter two ultimate-
ly denying it, preferring to connect the Incarnation with the fall. Yet Thomas
Aquinas, in his early commentary on the sentences of Peter ﬁom\bcma (Sent I Dist
1 Q1 p. 3), comments sympathetically on the affirmative side:

Others however say that since by the Incarnation of the Son of God there was
accomplished not only the liberation from sin, but also the exaltation of human
nature, and the consummation of the whole universe, for these reasons even if

3. Irenaeus, Against Heresies 5.21.2.

4. Ibid., 3, preface.

5. This theme becomes almost a commonplace in later theology, e.g., Athanasius, On the In-
carnarion of the Word, 5\ (autos gar [ho tou theou logos] epenthropesen hina hémeis
theopoiérhomen), quoted in B. F. Westcott's essay “The Gospel of Creation,” in The Epistles
of St. John (London: Macmillan, 1892) 319.

6. See Westcott, “The Gospel of Creation,” 294-95. Thomas would later deny this in the
Summa.

DANIEL A. TAPPEINER

sin had not existed the Incarnation would have taken place. And this can al
be maintained with good reason.

Note here the same concepts found in Irenaeus, of liberation from sin and Satan*!
and the transformation of humankind linked to a framework of divine nc%Owou.,
broader than simply redemption of fallen humanity. B. F. Westcott, in his very in<
structive essay “The Gospel of Creation,” writes:

... at least it cannot be said that a belief in the absolute purpose of the Incar-

nation is at variance with Scripture. . . . [MJuch is gained by the thought that
?oBm%w first it was the purpose of God to gather up all things in the Son of His
love.

In this essay Westcott seeks to establish that the lncarnation was independent of
the fall. He sees in the Incamation a larger connection than simply the amaoamaon:
of lost humankind. There is for him an archetypal significance in the Incarnation.
that reveals both the full divine notion of man in the Archetypal Man, Jesus Christ,
and also the highest destiny of humankind as made for a mediated union with God. .
This significance has an impact on and transforms the whole of the created-
order. This constitutes a material advance toward the maximum cosmic undef-:
standing the biblical revelation will allow concerning the relos of God’s ways in.
creation, history, and consummation.

In the Reformed tradition we find an explicit discussion of the ultimate divine’
purpose in creation. Jonathan Edwards in his work “Dissertation Concerning the
End for Which God Created the World” concludes his lengthy reasonings as fol-
lows: ““Thus we see that the great and last end of God’s works . . . is indeed but
one; and this one end is most properly and comprehensively called, THE GLORY.
OF GOD. . . .”? He describes the meaning of the “glory of God” as ‘‘the emanation
and true external expression of God’s internal glory and fullness.”'? He further
elaborates on the significance of God’s “internal glory”: “The whole of God’s in-
ternal good or glory, is in these three things viz. his infinite knowledge; his infinite
virtue or holiness, and his infinite joy and rmm?:amm.:: .

Edwards was at pains in his treatise both to reject the counterposition that th
final end in creation was the conferring of divine benevolence on the creation
and to answer arguments that his positions presented God as selfish and self-
centered. In answering these objections he provides a glimpse of the inner
theological vision underlying his somewhat dry and detailed rational arguments,
He writes, “It is such a delight in his own internal fulness and %o&} that disposes
him to an abundant effusion and incarnation of that glory. . . 12 Edwards does not
penetrate into this inner “delight” of God to express his glory. Nor does he touch
upon the key biblical dictum that “God is love” (John 4:14) or upon the sig-

8. Ibid., 327-28.

9. Jonathan Edwards, The Works of President Edwards (New York: Robert Carter &
Brothers, 1869) 2.253.

10. Ibid.

11 Ibid.

12. Ibid., 215.
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268 DOXOPHANY: A TRINITARIAN ESCHATOLOGICAL VISION

God himself. Undifferentiated Being in an absolute monad is not the biblical
revelation of God in Jesus Christ. Neither is God simply a person.

Of this mystery of his being we can only use what must be called theological
poetry to describe it. There is a fiery warmth within God himself. The very
heartbeat of God's existence is a flow of self-giving from Father to Son, of receiv-
ing from Son to Father, a flow back and forth of self-knowledge in the Father mb.a
the Son by the Holy Spirit. There is an infinitude of richness within God that is
beyond our comprehension—of acceptance, compassion, understanding, giving,
caring, communication, intimacy. There is an intimacy threefold, an intimacy on a
Jevel and in a dimension beyond our capacity to grasp. Herman Bavinck writes elo-
quently of God as love in these words:

In God love far transcends the love of creatures. For the love of God is inde-
pendent, unchangeable, simple, eternal, and omnipresent. 1t does not depend
upon us, nor is aroused by us, but flows free and pure from the depths of the
divine Being. It knows no variation, neither falls nor rises, appears nor disap-
pears, and there is not even a shadow of turning about it. It is not merely a
property of the divine Being alongside of other properties . . . but it also coin-
cides with the divine Being Himself. God is love: He Himself, wholly, perfect-
ly, and with His whole being. This love is not subject to time and space, but
stands above it and comes down out of eternity into the hearts of the children
of God. Such a love is absolutely R:mgw.z

The revelation of God as love is the highest truth that we have of God. It tells
us that the heartbeat of eternity and of the created order is the heartbeat of
divine love. The ultimate reality, over and above everything else that we see or
know or understand, is holy love, the holy love of the triune God, who from eter-
nity flows within himself as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit in unvarying glory. That
flow of love is the inner glory of God. It is his inmost substance, his reality, his
weightiness, his glory. Indeed, the basic meaning of Kabhod, the Hebrew word for
“glory,” is “weightiness, richness, substance.” The glory of anything is its weighti-
ness, its substantiveness. This eternal flow of triune love is the hidden glory of
God. It is a glory that, apart from creation, was contained wholly within God him-
self, in the infinite perfect consciousness that is God as Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit, in the intense unity of the perichoresis euallelos, that is, the mutual inter-
penetration (mutua inexistentia) of the three persons in <.5:Hmm of the simul-
taneous subsistence in the numerical oneness of the divine ousia.

Thesis 3: The plan of the ages is the inclusion of all things into the eternal
flow of divine love in the Trinity

Once we have clearly recognized that the heartbeat of eternity and of creation
is the eternal love of the triune God, it becomes possible for us to grasp more fully
and profoundly the plan that was set in motion through creation and history.

17. Herman Bavinck, Qur Reasonable Faith (tr. Henry Zylstra; Grand Rapids: Eerdmans,
19563 138-39.

18. See Polanus’s exposition of this concept in Heinrich Heppe, Reformed Dogmatics (tr.
G. T. Thompson; London: Allen & Unwin, 1950} 113.
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God, in his freedom, in his infinite love/andide 6! create’a universe of
things visible and invisible. He initiated a plan:through’creationso that the internal
flow of his love might overflow its boundaries’and enterslatothat: which he had
created, that which he had spoken out of his heart of ‘love, that which he had
spoken out of his perfect wisdom, that which he had spoken out of his unlimited
power.

The destiny of the created order is this divinely planned purpose of participa-
tion in the inward glory of God’s love and the consequent exhibition of that glory.
In this way doxophany and doxology combine to fulfill the highest imaginable
end—the supreme exaltation of God—and to accomplish the diffusion of the
greatest good for the created order—union with God in his inward glory of love.

We note here that a genuine, holistic grasp of this point settles some of the con-
cerns raised by those who object to the “selfishness” of God in making himself his
own end in creation. Edwards seeks to deal with this in his own way in section4
of his essay. The proper heart cry of all created reality is to be found in the crea- -
turely sense of absolute dependence upon God and is perfectly expressed by the
Psalmist, “Not unto us, O Lord, not unto us, but to thy name give glory” (Ps
115:1). And yet attendant upon the highest end of God’s glory is the highest giftof -
love to the created order—participation in his love through inner union. .

Thesis 4: The process of this plan is its unfolding in human history and the
consequent transformation of that history

Biblical revelation begins with the creation of all things climaxing in the crea-
tion of human beings as Imago Dei. The focus of that revelation is the human race,
its fall and God’s consequent gracious, loving covenant with it—first with
Adam, then with Abraham and Moses, and finally in the New Covenant in Jesus
Christ. A review (from the perspective of Theses 2 and 3) of what God has been
doing in human history makes it clear that the process of all things is aimed at a
progressive manifestation of God’s eternal love in the created order. It is a process’
by which that which is inward and hidden in God himself is made available in a
unique and wonderful way to humanity and the whole of creation so that the whole
of humanity and creation can be brought into intimate union with that inner flow
of God’s love. A key result of God’s covenanted relationship with humankind,
which culminated in Jesus Christ, was the transformation of human history by
the introduction of the reality of the final glory of the age to come into this present
age in a definite, real, and yet partially hidden manner.

Thesis 5: The method of this plan is the mediation of the eternal flow of God’s
love by means of a union and relation accomplished in the domain of history
through the Incarnation of the eternal Word of God, the
Second Person of the Trinity

The introduction of the ontological reality of the final glory into this age is con-
ditioned by three basic concepts: mediation, incamnation, and atonement.

It 1s crtical to the biblical revelation that union with God and participation in
the eternal flow of God’s love is not direct; neither is it an already existing fact of
creation simply to be “realized” by humankind. Mediation contradicts all false
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